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By JOHN W. FINNEY

Special to The New York Times,
WASHINGTON, April 22—
At the annual comvention here
this week of the American So-
ciety of Newspaper Editors, an
editor of a Texas newspaper
arose to announce that some

people down in Texas did net|
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Despite the Scanty Information Issued by Moscow
- There Is No Doubt of Astronaut’s Success
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obscured in the most
clandestine channels of

gence.. One -possible _so

 confirmation may__haw
from- monitoring the m

believe that the Soviet Union| =%

had actually put a man into
space. The reaction of the
Texans was symptomatic of a
flurry of widespread doubt,
seemingly stirred up by hurt
national pride and deepseated,
distrust -of .the Russians, abdut“,
the authenticity of the Soviet
feat, ’

The skeptics may find some
solace in passing the Soviet ac-
complishment off as a hoax, but
their doubt flies in the face not
only of Soviét statements but
also of every bit of evidence
available to the American Gov-
eérnment.

Ag Dr. Frank Press, a. mem-
ber of the President’s Science
Advisory Committee, told the
doubting Texasg editor, “there is

no doubt in the minds of any|

knowledgeable person in this
field that the Russians did what
they said they did.”

Why So Certain?

How could American officials
be s0 sure that Maj. Yuri Alek-
seyevich Gagarin had indeed
circled the earth in a space
ship, as triumphantly announced
by the Moscow radio in the
early morning hours of April
12? ‘Their certainty springs
from the Tact thal through a
compbInation Of elec%mnic and
traditional cloak-and-dagger €s-
-pmmgrm-mméﬁ‘e's" is

eye_on
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VIEWS OF THE SOVIETS AND SPACE

OVie! ace 1vities.
States has maintained a global
surveillance network to keep
track of Soviet launchings, So
-effective is the system that the
United States has had know[|
edge of every major Russian
S| GC_in_adva, e
"Mdscow announcement as well
45 0T “Tissile  Jaunchings that
were never anmounced.

n the maze of Government
_secrecy, no information is much

more seNSITIVE Or secret than
118 - electronic_intelligence op-
Ealfed by listening-stations mon-
SOt IVIt TS5 THE “Hoviet
UniB O TePEaTed 0ccasions a
BUBTE statement that the net-
-work exists or that it has moni-
tored Soviet ~failures on the
daunching pad has provoked
Presidentially ordered investi-
wations into the source of the
Enformation.

For several years the United

“Quit gaying ‘it’s just about ready’ every time you come by herel”

. Vau, Tarentel-Press, West Berlin

P '-" . %

Kuékes in The Cleveland Plain Dealsr
“Coming events cast shadows before?”

Valtman in The Hartford Times

“Funny; it gives me that peculiar feeling
of weightlessness.”

very volume told what was go-
ing on at the launching pad.

It is no secret to the Soviet

Thus, the White House press
sgcretary, Plerre Salinger, was
able to announce shortly after

Union  any

Tonger
m

that its

Moscow radio mdde its 2 A, M.
announcement that the United

SpYing.”

secon

frannching—rettyitte:

suGjected to eleclronic eaves-
ates,

Bre=Russians; -hoWEVEr, might
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States had known in advance
of the launching,
If the Soviet space ship had

“at>tHE EIfec 1ve- continued circling the earth—

18 m oL &l

One report common within
United States space circles is
that the United States is able
to follow every minute and Final
oviet countdown,
and, in fact, the countdown 1s

n a

c instead of making just one orbit
carrying it down dcross the Pa-
cific, around the tip of South
America and then back up
actoss the Atliantic and Africa
to the Soviet Union—it would
have come under detection by
other ségments of the United

marked on a blackboard in-&|S
United States monitoring std-
tion just as it presumably being

tates surveillance network.

Surveillance Fence -

Strung. across the United

tally, that have contributed in
their own way to the doubts
about the Soviet achievement.

As’ United States officials
pointed out, they would have
knownsif a Soviet, satellite had
been launched and there was no
evidence that. any space. ship
was placed into orbit before the
five-ton vehicle of Major Gaga-
rin., .

But even if it was established
that a Soviet satellite had gone
into orbit, this. still does not
answer the questions of how did
the United States know that a
Soviet astronaut was inside the
space ship and that it was, in
fact, Major Gagarin who stepped
out of the satellite after a trip
around the world. .

Here the evidence becomes

that —according to Sy
cOUNTS, Major éa‘ BIIN Se
from intelligence sources
the Soviet Union, the
States ‘may have recei
formation confirming th
account, .

Gagarin Monttored?

' Officials will not say *
any of Major Gagarin
‘sages were monitored
|obvious reasons will not
iwhat independent inte
{information may have t
|ceivéd from within the
[Union, All they' will say
the official congratulat

|President Kennedy wer

held until it was certa
the Soviet Union -had
scored .the historig : firs

|into space.

Ironically, the doubt:
the Soviet feat . haw
kindled by the secrecy
Administration and of t
iet Union, Under & new
policy, the Administrat

‘|withheld information, y

in the past, about the t
of the Soviet shot.and t
ting of the. Soviet t
ships. To complicate t
fusion in thé public mind
ing information obtdinec
military was not made a
immediately .to  the. T
Acronautics and Space
istration, which had bee
nated as the official spo
on Soviet space:shots, -
Soviet Evasiveness

The Soviet Union, for
hasg contributed to the
by its evasiveness and
dictory accounts about
circumstances of the flig
unresolved -are- such det
Did the space ship hay
holes for Major Gagarin
out at the earth belo
was the space ship desi
as to -resist the trer
temperatures of re-entei
earth’s atmospheré, and
the astronaut return- tc
in a parachute” or 'ins
capsule? .

The Soviet Union, wt
traditionally beei reéluc
describe the details of it
fights with the same o
as the United States, ma
clear up these minor m;
But there is no myster
whether Major Gagarin
the earth. Every bit of €
available to the United
confirms the feat and n
the possibility of decept
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of a Soviet space la
In their hints t
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ures just as the United States
—
First Clue

The first clue that a major
Soviet ‘space shot was impend-
ing came early in April when
Soviet tracking ships were
spotted taking up position in
che Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.
Immediately, official Washing-
Eon and the secret surveillance
network was alerted.

As launching preparations be-
gan at the Soviet missile site
at Tyura Tam, north of the
Aral Sea, secret United States
listening posts in the Middle

East tuned in on the increasing

wolume of radio messages pass-
|'nEc between the flaunc%mg slte

certafl el
Union has encountered failures
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© ‘When the Huge Boviet launch-
ing rocket rose above the hori-
zon, long-range tracking radars
in Turkey—and reporteédly also
in northern Iran and Pakistan
—followed the space ship in the
initial leg of its journey. By
the time the rocket had flashed
eastward across Siberia, it came
within range of another power-
ful United States radar located
on Shemya

in the

A quick look at the Shemya
showed
had - been
launched, rather than just anh-
other long-range ballistic shot
into the Pacific. Within seconds
word of the satellite lauzc‘ning ing the still unexplained series

information
satellite

flashed to

entagon and

Aleutian

in the base-

signals sends back tetltale riddio
echoes, Within a few passes,
Spasur, and its electroniec com-<

Lincoln Laboratory’s Millstone
Hill radar in Westford, Mass,
are able to lock on to the satel-
lite and provide more precise
information on its orbit and
even lts size,

From the information of the
electronic surveillance network,
|therefore, it was conclusively
established that a Soviet satel-
lite- had been launched early
Wednesday morning last week.
It was also because of this net-
work that American officials
could be so definite in dismiss-

of reports that seeped out of
Moscow about how a Soviet as-
tronaut had been launched be-

puter, in Dahlgren, Va., is able|
to tell the orbital path of thel
satellite, Using this information |
Air Force radars, such as the!
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tole

goof
Tonkin,

y p repar-
& dfets 560 brea.k ‘and

‘e|Laos_ without the necessxty of
including nght wingers or pru-'
e|Westerners in his Government,

Paksane, Thakhek,

The Indians, a

{ag * peagemakers '

S
war, have already wafned the
Pathet Lao against seeking to

lest Thailand be provoked into
moving troops across the river,
now shallow and narrow at the
end of the dry season.

Lasting Settlement?

Every responsible person here,
both in the Government of Pre-
mier Prince Boun Oum and
among foreign diplomatic mis-
sions, hopes some sort of politi-
cal settlement can be worked
out, Even the regime’s strong-
man, Gen. Phoumi Nosavan,
who balked at a political settle-
ment last September by refus-
ing to join Prince Souvanna
Phouma's neutralist govern-
ment, has said repeatedly he is
willing now to go anywhere or
meet anyone to find a solution
to the differences splitting Laos.

Despite the new indication of
a ceasefire, some think the
Communists may accept no
final settlement that does not
involve the capitulation of the
right wing  Western-backed
regime. That view had been re-
inforced this week when Sou-
vanna Phouma cancelled the
trip to Washington that he had
sought earlier. The TUnited
States, chilly toward the mneu-

.| {tralist Prince when he wgs Pre-
" |mier last autumn, had come to

gecept him as the best hope of
setting up = compromlse cabi-
net of national unity that’ might
keep the Pathet Lao from $éiz-

het—all just across the rivgx
“|trom Thailand. .

take the Mekong Valley towns|

.|ing the Govemment

cuss the situation with Presi-
dent Kennedy and Secretary ‘of
Stdte Rusk, the view is widely
i|held that the Soviet officials he
saw in Moscow may have con-
vinced him all he need do is sit
tlght—truce or no truce—and
he can be Premier of a unified

Whether or not the Kremlin
made a deal w1LhNSoyvanna

Fischetti,
“I am hurrying.”

N. E. A
’ “Peace.”
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sumlar ‘Preferred” risks and

' $l59000 for accidental loss
of life, sight or limbs
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75 WEEKLY for total loss of time
(about $323 per month)
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protection at cost. Members charges are based

solely on the full cost of insurance protection,

.. Decessary _reserves and operating _expenses.
’ll;hxds‘ is world-wide
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~~Join:“The accidental death benefit is reduced
- 80% at age 70.
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